Differentiating multiple personality disorder and complex partial seizures.
A number of reports have suggested that some cases of multiple personality disorder might be due to temporal lobe epileptic discharges. We have administered a structured interview, the Dissociative Disorders Interview Schedule, to 20 subjects with multiple personality disorder, 20 with complex partial seizures, and 28 neurologic controls. Subjects also completed the Dissociative Experiences Scale. Results show that multiple personality can be differentiated from complex partial seizures on a large number of items. The seizure patients did not differ from controls. The data indicate that the phenomenologies of these two disorders are distinct, and, therefore, there is little reason to assume a common etiology.